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“Create a strong foundation for academic excellence and 
personal growth by setting high expectations, teaching to 
the needs of learners, and embracing the richness of our 
cultural diversity.”

MISSION STATEMENT 

ECRWSS

· Museum of Science and Industry Partners with Fairview - Next Generation Science Standards,

research recommendations and a policy focus from the White House have placed science education at

the forefront of our nation’s education conversation. States and districts have leapt to adopt initiatives and

programs to meet school and student needs.

Fairview has been welcomed back for a second year of the Museum of Science and Industry’s Science Leadership 

School Partners Program which provides a mechanism for whole-school change in science teaching and 

learning. This innovative program is grounded in current research in science education and is designed to 

support K-8 schools as they do the work of science education reform.

· Fairview District 72 Recognized as a “Healthy Hot Spot” - A Healthy Hot Spot School is a

school that promotes the best practices in educational, physical, emotional, and social development

of students. Schools in the districts identified as Healthy Hot Spots are making healthy living

easier for the school community by improving the quality of foods served, providing students

with nutrition education, and offering students physical education and opportunities for

physical activity. Partners supporting healthy schools are the Alliance for a Healthier

Generation, Cook County Department of Public Health, Illinois Public Health Institute,

North Cook Intermediate Service Center, West 40 Intermediate Service Center,

South Cook Intermediate Service Center, and the UIC School of Public Health -

Mid-America Center for Public Health Practice.

· Fairview Joins Forces with Niles Township ELL Parent Center To
Support Parents - For the third year in a row, District 72 will provide ELL

parents an opportunity to participate in this innovative program! The goal

of the program is to provide parents’ training on how to support their

children at school and to provide them experience working with

children throughout the District’s classrooms.

· Partners with Northlight Theatre - With Fairview’s

amazing auditorium, a partnership with the local

Northlight Theatre was a must for the District! This

program offers a long-term on-site residency custom

designed for Fairview students. Northlight’s goal is

to increase a student’s participation in the arts by

making theatre accessible while building creativity, 

reflection, confidence and collaboration skills.



WELCOME NEW TEACHERS!

www.fairview.k12.il.us

Dear Fairview District 72  
Community Members,
 

On August 23rd, Fairview had 

the pleasure of welcoming to 

school 716 students! Among them 

were 67 new families, who will now call Fairview 

home. Of those families, 38 were sending their 

children to school for the first time, as Kindergarten 

students. As they likely have already discovered, the 

Fairview community is one that will surround them 

with support and kindness. Please join me in wishing 

all of the new families a warm welcome to Fairview!

As we start a new school year, it is a great time to 

reflect upon our Fairview Mission Statement:

Many public school districts develop mission 

statements that highlight a desire to attain 

educational excellence, provide a well-rounded 

program, or commit to fostering home-school 

partnerships. These are indeed worthy ambitions. 

Yet, what makes District 72 a truly special place, 

is the emphasis and focus every day on “teaching 

to the needs of learners.” District 72 teachers get 

to know each student as a unique learner. Students 

are placed in classes based on countless hours of 

consideration of individual student’s strengths and 

needs. Programming and supports are tailored 

to nurture growth and development based on the 

gifts and challenges presented by each individual 

child. We make decisions based on careful 

consideration of ‘best practices’ research and sound 

financial stewardship, but most importantly with 

consideration of the unique needs of each student. 

I thank you all for allowing me the opportunity to 

lead such an inspiring and focused educational 

institution. As we strive to live our mission statement, 

I encourage each and every staff member, parent, and 

community member to actively “embrace the richness 

of our cultural diversity,” to support education by 

“setting high expectations,” and always focus on 

the “needs of our learners.” I look forward 

to your partnership in this effort.

 
Regards, 

Cindy Whittaker, Ed.D.
Superintendent

FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT...

“Create a strong  
foundation for academic 

excellence and personal growth 
by setting high expectations, 

teaching to the needs of learners, 
and embracing the richness of  

our cultural diversity.”

Fairview has experienced a continual  
increase in student enrollment over the past 
ten years. This increase is due largely to the 
excellent academic achievement by Fairview 
students, a wealth of supportive programs for 
children with various needs and a caring faculty 
and staff.

DATES TO 
REMEMBER

Summer Curriculum  
Work: A Time for 
Collaboration and 
Curriculum Development

Summer is one of the few 
opportunities during a 
school year for teachers and 
administrators to devote 
blocks of time to Districtwide 
planning, revising curriculum, 
engaging in collaborative 
activities, and developing new 
units of study. Many of this 
summer’s projects focused 
on the transition to Common 
Core State Standards in English 
language arts, science and 
math. Curriculum committees 
aligned topics by grade level  
to the new standards and  
grade specific projects focused 
on revising and/or developing 
new units of study.

Ms. Angie Dimas  
will be the general 
music teacher 
in grades K-4. 
She holds a music 
education degree from  
DePaul University. Ms. Dimas was a 
Golden Apple Scholar as an undergraduate. 
She previously taught general music at Walt 
Disney Magnet School in Chicago.

Ms. Grace Erb is the 
new 7th grade core 

teacher. She will also 
teach sections of 7th 

grade math and 6th 
and 7th grades science. 

Ms. Erb is a graduate of 
the University of Illinois. She has worked 
with middle school students in both student 
teaching and camp counseling experiences.

Mrs. Sarah Joe is the new science lab  
teacher, grades K-4. She completed under-
graduate work at the University of Illinois 
and holds a graduate degree from Loyola 
University. Mrs. Joe has experience teaching 
science and has taught 
both primary and 
middle school grades.

 
 

 

 
Ms. Alyson Schlauder 
is the new kinder-
garten teacher. She  
holds a Bachelor of 
Science in Education 
from DePaul University. 
Ms. Schlauder was a 
recipient of the Andrew
Kopan Senior Leadership Award, which 
recognizes a student for academics, 
leadership and service. She student taught 
in Ms. Brotsky’s class this past school year.
 

Ms. Jolene Strauss 
will be working 
with 5th and 6th 
graders as the 

new core teacher. 
Ms. Strauss holds an 

undergraduate degree from the University of 
Illinois. She comes to Fairview with student 
teaching experience in a nearby middle 
school in language arts and social studies.

Ms. Maria Fernandes 
is the new first grade 
teacher. She holds a 
Bachelor of Science in 
Education from DePaul 
University. Ms. Fernandes
was a Golden Apple Scholar during her four 
years as an undergraduate. Ms. Fernandes 
student taught in Ms. Marcus’s first grade 
class this past school year.

October 7, 2016 
Teacher Institute Day

October 10, 2016 
No School

October 18, 2016 
Regular School Board  

Meeting – 7:00pm

November 10, 2016 
Parent/Teacher  

Conferences – 12:00pm-
8:00pm – No School

November 15, 2016 
Regular School Board  

Meeting – 7:00pm

November 23-27, 2016 
Thanksgiving Recess 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

December 20, 2016 
Regular School Board  

Meeting – 7:00pm

December 23, 2016 
No School

December 24 - January 9 
Winter Break 

For more information  
please visit our website 

www.fairview.k12.

Please join us in  
welcoming these teachers  

to the Fairview family!  

We think they will each  
be a wonderful addition to 

the teaching staff in working 
with our children in their 

respective positions.

Follow us on Twitter  
@FairviewSD72
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