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Dear Fairview District 72 Community Members,
 

I cannot believe that the 2016-2017 school year is coming to a close, in just a few short weeks. 
This school year has been one that has included significant milestones for the students, teachers and 
administration of District 72.

As planned, we continued to advance programming this year. We have implemented new curriculum, 
instructional practices, and learning opportunities in mathematics, English/language arts, science, STEM, 
coding, Project Lead the Way, social emotional learning and health.

We also celebrated long-standing traditional events in the District this year, such as the Kindergarten 
Concert, Fairview Pops performance, 6th Grade Outdoor Education, field trips in Skokie and beyond, 
the Bunkerball Tournament, the Retirement Tea, the Senior Celebration and many more.

I want to recognize and thank the two District 72 staff members that will retire at the end 
of the 2016-2017 school year: Mr. Francisco Perez (14 years, K-4 Principal) and Ms. Liz 

Stucker (43 years, Art Teacher). Each of them has served the District and our community 

and I want to express my sincere appreciation and gratitude for their time, talents, gifts 

and their devotion. In addition, I’d like to thank Dr. David Russo for his 12 years of 
dedicated service to the District. Dr. Russo will be moving on to a new role in nearby 
Lincolnwood next year and we wish him the very best in the years ahead!

The 2017-2018 school year will be one of unprecedented change for the 
District. We will welcome two new principals, Mr. Michael Lopatka  
(5-8 Principal) and Ms. Athanasia Albans (K-4 Principal) to Fairview. We 
look forward to their leadership and welcome them with open arms to our 

Fairview Family!

Finally, I want to thank all of you for your trust, patience, and 

unwavering support this year. I am so grateful for the opportunity 

to serve you, our students, and the incredible staff of District 72.  

As we look ahead to next year, I want to express our 

continued pledge, to partner with all of you as we work 

toward our mission of providing the highest quality 

educational experience for our students!
 

Fondly,

Cindy Whittaker, Ed.D.
Superintendent
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                • Neyrinck Award Winner  
 

           • Welcome Ms. Albans!
 

       • Dates to Remember

Board of Education
Mary Anne Brown, President

Janette Enwia, Vice-President

Jeff Brill, Secretary

John Del Genio 

Vicki Goldberg 

Matthew Graham 

Shereen Lannoye

 
Cindy Whittaker, Ed.D.

Superintendent

POSTAL CUSTOMER

A Look  
Inside        

BOARD OFFICERS  
Mary Anne Brown 
President  
Janette Enwia 
Vice-President  
Jeff Brill
Secretary

BOARD OF EDUCATION APPOINTMENTS 2017 – 2019

COMMITTEES

BUILDING, GROUNDS & 
TRANSPORTATION 
Matthew Graham
Chairperson  
Shereen Lannoye
Member

EDUCATION-TECHNOLOGY   
John Del Genio
Chairperson  
Vicki Goldberg
Member  
FINANCE-PERSONNEL  
Jeff Brill
Chairperson  
Janette Enwia 
Member

EXTERNAL RELATIONS  
Mary Anne Brown 
Ed-Red Representative 

TBD 
Illinois Association of School 
Boards Representative 
 
Vicki Goldberg 
Niles Township District  
for Special Education  
Representative 
Alternate: Janette Enwia 
 
John Del Genio and  
Janette Enwia 
PTA Liaisons

“Create a strong foundation for academic excellence and 
personal growth by setting high expectations, teaching to 
the needs of learners, and embracing the richness of our 
cultural diversity.”

MISSION STATEMENT 

ECRWSS

www.fairview.k12.il.us



WELCOME PRINCIPAL LOPATKA!

Meet  
Fairview’s  
Newest  
Board Member,  
Shereen Lannoye  
Shereen Lannoye is a  
Senior Manager at Lundbeck 
Pharmaceuticals and has been 
a member of the Fairview 
Community since since  
2012. Shereen graduated 
from the University of Illinois 
at Chicago with a B.A. in 
Economics. She has a 3rd 
grader and a 6th grader at 
Fairview. She is very excited 
about beginning her first  
term on the Fairview Board.

www.fairview.k12.il.us

By: Julia Aptekar, Olivia Benitez, and  

Valentina Esho

The 7th and 8th graders from Publishing Club were 

excited to interview our new primary principal,  

Ms. Athanasia Albans. This being her first time as 

principal, she is both excited and nervous. She earned 

her undergraduate degree at the University of Illinois 

at Chicago. She also received a master’s degree in 

school leadership from Concordia University.

Ms. Albans did not always think she would be 

involved in the education field. In fact, her heart 

was once set on being a nurse. However, after 

volunteering with children, she discovered her 

passion. She appreciates children’s love of learning. 

She then finished her degree in elementary education 

with a concentration in middle school. She first 

taught seventh and eighth grade language arts and 

eventually became interested in administration.  

Ms. Albans explained, “This might be something I 

enjoy and gave it a shot.” For the past four years, 

she has been working as an assistant principal at 

Roosevelt School in Park Ridge.

Ms. Albans enjoys activities such as soccer, 

basketball, and bike riding.  At recess, you might 

find her joining her students’ games. She travels 

internationally because she likes to hear different 

languages and “to see how people learn, eat, and 

live.” She also spends time with her very large, 

Greek family, and she has too many cousins to count!

When asked for one important message that she could 

send to the school, she stated, “Tolerance. I think 

that’s a very important message. It is important to be 

tolerant of other people and to respect the things they 

do.” She goes on to say that Fairview is very diverse 

and features many different types of food, customs, 

languages, and holidays. She is excited to work in a 

school with such diversity and hopes to teach children 

to respect everyone, which takes tolerance. She asks 

that students share that same tolerance with her.

Overall, Fairview South School is delighted to 

introduce this new principal, and we know she will 

continue the great work of our former primary 

principal, Mr. Perez.

WELCOME PRINCIPAL ALBANS!

Good Luck Mr. Perez  
and Dr. Russo!

“I would  
love to start  

a program that even  
more so connects the  
middle school to the  

primary school. I think  
it would give the  
middle schoolers  
an opportunity  
to be great role  

models.”  
                  ~M. Lopatka The entire Fairview community thanks  

Mr. Perez and Dr. Russo for their years  
of service and dedication to Fairview  
South School. We wish them good  
health and much success in their  
future endeavors!

DATES TO 
REMEMBER

By: Fiona Sack and Ella Rousseau
Mr. Michael Lopatka, an 8th grade  
teacher at Fairview, is a familiar face to 
many in the community, but he is taking 
on a new role next year. Mr. Lopatka will 
be the middle school principal starting this 
2017-2018 school year. After majoring 
in secondary education at Northeastern 
Illinois University for his undergraduate 
degree, Mr. Lopatka started his first 
teaching job at Fairview South. While 
teaching at Fairview, he went back to  
school at Concordia University and received 
his graduate degree in school leadership. 

Outside of school, Mr. Lopatka spends 
much of his time chasing around his  
three-year-old son, Cameron, and taking 
care of his four-month-old son, Griffin.  
He and his wife spend summers at Wrigley 
Field and travel the country to new cities 
that they have never been to. They enjoy 
giving their two young boys this exposure 
as they grow up. Whatever free time he has 
to himself involves reading. 

When asked what he is looking forward 
to doing as the new principal, he said,  
“I would love to start a program that even 
more so connects the middle school to the 
primary school. I think it would give the 

middle schoolers an opportunity to be 
great role models.” He is very 

excited to
continue working 
with middle school students because he has 
“met some of the most kind, compassionate 
young adults” while teaching 8th grade. He 
added, “The middle school sense of humor 
also makes everyday a more fun, positive 
day.” However, he will miss the daily 
connection he currently experiences with his 
sixty students. 

One message he would like to send 
to Fairview students is, “Attitude is 
everything. If students come to school 
every day with a positive attitude, it is 
contagious in a really great way. That is 
what Fairview is all about.”

June 20, 2017 
Regular School Board  

Meeting – 7:00pm

July 18, 2017
Regular School Board  

Meeting – 7:00pm

August 15, 2017 
Regular School Board  

Meeting – 7:00pm

August 22, 2017 
School Resumes

K-4 8:45am – 11:30am
5-8 8:00am – 11:00am

September 4, 2017 
Labor Day – No School

For more information  
please visit our website 
www.fairview.k12.il.us

      CONGRATULATIONS to 2017 Neyrinck   
Volunteer Award Winner,  

Marge Murphy!
 

Follow us on Twitter
@FairviewSD72
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