
 
March 20, 2020 
 
Dear Fairview Families, 

Thank you so much for what you have been doing to help keep your children’s learning moving 
forward and their emotional health strong! We recognize the challenges that have come with 
the unexpected school closure we are experiencing. It has presented issues for parents, 
students and our faculty and staff here at Fairview. I ask for your patience and flexibility as we 
all work together to move forward. 

Fairview students have a wide range of strengths and abilities while at the same time have 
very different access to parental support and technology at home. It is through the equity lens 
that we have prioritized our focus over the last week. District 72 is currently focused on the 
following four priorities: 

1. Provide meal support for families and children 
2. Determine how best to guarantee the extended safety, health, and welfare of 

our students and staff 
3. Communicate in a timely and concise manner 
4. Provide continuity to every student’s education in a manner that meets their 

individual needs 

Priority One: Provide meal support for families and children 

Fairview will be providing meals for families that qualify for Free or Reduced price meals for as 
long as the school is closed. No meals will be provided during Spring Break. Take home meals 
will be distributed on March 30 and April 6 from 9:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m. If your family would 
like to take advantage of receiving free meals, please contact us directly at 
Fairviewfeeds@fairview.k12.il.us  

For all other families, the Niles Township Food Pantry is providing additional groceries. The 
City of Evanston is also providing meals to youth ages 1-19 without residency or income-based 
restrictions. Please click on the links provided for additional details. 

Priority Two: Determine how best to guarantee the extended safety, health, and welfare of 
our students and staff 

❏ Our 106 employees are dealing with the unknown with their own families. Some have young 

children at home, while others are caring for elderly parents and grandparents.  It’s 

important that we all take a deep breath and support one another during this time - we will 

get through this! There is nothing more important than everyone’s physical and emotional 

health. Please continue to show patience as we tread through this extended time away from 

school and our normal routines. Please also continue to understand that email response 

times may be delayed during this time from our faculty and staff.  

❏ We know that this unprecedented global event will raise mental health concerns for 
our students and families, including fear of the unknown, social isolation, and other 
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issues. On our COVID-19 page, we have information about resources students can 
access from home such as Fairview Quick Tip Hotline as well as links to other mental 
health resources and articles. If your child or you would like to contact a Fairview 
Social Worker or Counselor, please see below: 

Mrs. Stacy Glascott: sglascott@fairview.k12.il.is 

Ms. Janine Laverdiere: jlaverdiere@fairview.k12.il.us 

Mrs. Kristina LiRosi: klirosi@fairview.k12.il.us 

❏ The school is closed to all visitors so that intensive cleaning can take place throughout. If 
students forgot an item that is absolutely necessary and needs access to school, an 

appointment can be scheduled by emailing either Mr. Lopatka (mlopatka@fairview.k12.il.us ) 
or Mrs. Larkin (clarkin@fairview.k12.il.us ).  

 

❏ The administrative team continues to monitor updates from the Skokie Health Department, 

Cook County Health Department, Illinois Department of Public Health and other agencies. We 

will communicate with you all updated information via our District 72 COVID-19 web page. 
 

Priority Three: Communicate in a timely and concise manner 

Thank you for reading all the way through this lengthy letter! We will regularly update our 
COVID-19 web page with all parent communications. In addition to checking your email daily, 
it is your best resource for the latest information on Fairview’s response. We also will share 
real-time information on our Twitter feed @FairviewSD72 

Priority Four: Provide continuity to every student’s education in a manner that meets their 

individual needs 

The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) provided specific direction to schools and has urged 
all districts to do our very best NOT to widen the equity gap for students during the school 
closure. Very specifically Dr. Ayala directed schools: 

“Student work completed during the mandated statewide school closure must not negatively impact a 

student’s grades or otherwise impact a student’s academic standing. As we do not yet know the full 

extent of the closure and want to minimize any negative effects on students, schools may allow 

student work to count during the closure only to increase a student’s academic standing.” 

 

❏ On March 13th, extended learning resources were provided to all K-8 families. We ask that 

you complete this short survey to provide constructive feedback on those activities.  

 

❏ Fairview Staff and Administration is working to develop a more comprehensive and 

structured E-Learning plan for your students, should the school closure be extended beyond 

March 30. A sample student schedule (by grade level) will also be provided to help you with 

structuring your days at home with your children. We will be communicating information 

regarding our continued E-Learning Plan by Monday, March 30th, if necessary.  
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❏ The District sent a survey to all 3rd and 4th-grade parents to determine whether or not a 

District issued Chromebook would be helpful to their child.  As a reminder, Chromebooks 

should be used for educational purposes only.  

 

❏ For families that do not have Internet access, Comcast and AT&T is offering free internet for 

low-income families. Please see here for more information.  

It is hard to believe that school has only been closed for one week. It seems like an eternity to 
us at Fairview! We miss your children! Spring Break is next week from March 21-March 29. The 
Fairview staff will be working throughout that time to keep you well informed of anything that 
changes. We will also be taking a few days off to relax and reset for what is to come in the 
weeks ahead.  

Currently, the plan is to reopen schools on Tuesday, March 31. However, we know there is 
likely a chance that this closure will be extended by the state and ISBE, or by local decision. I’m 
in constant communication with the Departments of Health, ISBE, and other area 
superintendents. ISBE has given a strong indication that the state closure will extend beyond 
March 31st and has asked districts to be prepared to implement e-learning. We will be 
working hard to be ready in that event.  

Regards, 

Cindy Whittaker 

Cindy Whittaker, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 
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