
 
 
May 15, 2020 
 
Dear Fairview Families, 

It is hard to believe that we are halfway through May! At times, it feels like just yesterday 
that Fairview closed its doors to students and staff. Alternatively, it has been too long 
since we have all been together. We miss you and your children! 

While we all recognize that eLearning does not provide an optimal education, our staff 
have been working hard to keep students engaged in meaningful ways. Our grade-level 
teams continue to gather feedback and adjust their approaches in response to the 
needs of our students. 

We also recognize and appreciate all that our parents/guardians are doing to keep 
students engaged! While we strive to offer an array of daily activities for our students, we 
understand that everyone’s home situation is different, and student’s may not be able to 
complete all the daily activities. We trust that YOU know the needs of your family best 
and fully support whatever engagement you are able to facilitate on a given day. 

Finishing 2019-2020 School Year Strong 

In true Fairview fashion, our administration, faculty and staff have been working hard to 
finish the final few weeks of school strong! Plans are in place for a “drive-in” 8th grade 
graduation, K-7 Materials Drop Off and Pick Up and a final Farewell Parade during the 
last week of school. Please continue to read the Digital Backpack from the Principals for 
all of the details surrounding these upcoming school wide events! 

Planning for Next Year 

In an interview last week, State Superintendent of Schools Dr. Carmen Ayala said the 
2020-21 academic year could start with remote learning, could feature students from 
different grades attending different days of the week, or could involve intermittent 
closings if COVID-19 infections spike again. She laid out a number of possibilities for how 
school might look in the fall, including a return at full force, but said it will all depend on 
how controlled the pandemic is statewide in the coming months. The latest guidance on 
remote learning from the Illinois State Board of Education for families can be found by 
clicking here. 

She specifically referred to Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s 5-point plan for reopening the state, which 
said schools could potentially reopen during Phase 4 (when the region in which a district 
is located has seen a continued decline in virus infection rates and hospitalizations). 
Ultimately, we will have to wait and see where we are with the coronavirus to determine 
how much we can gather in-person. 

In the coming weeks, I will be forming a Return to School task force that will review the 
latest guidance, best practices information, and devise plans for the fall. It is likely that 
we will have to develop multiple plans that will allow us to pivot based on the status of 

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ISBE-Remote-Learning-FAQ-for-Families-20200514.pdf


the pandemic and the latest guidance. I will share this information with you as soon as it 
is available. 

For the time being, The Fairview Administrative Team continues to focus on the following four 
priorities as the school year comes to a close: 

1. Provide meal support for families and children 
2. Determine how best to guarantee the extended safety, health, and 

welfare of our students and staff 
3. Communicate in a timely and concise manner 
4. Provide continuity to every student’s education in a manner that meets 

their individual needs 

As we continue to learn together through this process, we are all working our hardest to 
ensure we continue to adapt and provide engaging and meaningful learning for all of 
our students, regardless of their unique talents, abilities or current home situations. We are 
here for you and want to support you and your families. Please remember that we are 
just a phone call or email away and are eager to hear from you. 

As always, I appreciate your continued partnership! 

Respectfully, 

Cindy Whittaker, Ed.D. 

Superintendent 


