
 
 
 
 
April 10, 2020 
 
Dear Fairview Families, 
  
We miss you and we miss your kids. We are doing our best to implement Remote 
Learning but it is not our preferred way to connect with kids. I am sure your days are 
quite altered and for some of you challenging. I hope you know that we are here to 
support you. Please reach out if you need anything. 
  
Here are a few tips that I hope will help you navigate the days ahead: 
 
Do Your Best 
Keep it simple  
Follow a routine that works for YOUR family 
Everyday tasks are all learning opportunities for your child 
Communicate with your child (in any language) 
Spend time playing games, telling stories, reading books (in any language) 
Safety, health and well-being are the priorities 
Stay connected 
 
District 72 continues to focus on the following four priorities: 
 

1. Provide meal support for families and children 
2. Determine how best to guarantee the extended safety, health, and welfare of 

our students and staff 
3. Communicate in a timely and concise manner 
4. Provide continuity to every student’s education in a manner that meets their 

individual needs 
 
Priority One: Provide meal support for families and children 
Fairview will be providing meals for families that qualify for Free or Reduced price meals 
for as long as the school is closed. Take home meals will be distributed every Friday 
from 9:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m. If your family would like to take advantage of receiving 
free meals, please contact us directly at  Fairviewfeeds@fairview.k12.il.us or (847)929-
1095. 
 
For all other families, Fairview is partnering with District 219 to provide our students 
meals. You can come to Fairview on Monday and Wednesday between 11:00 AM - 1:00 
PM to pick up breakfast and lunch for all of the children in your home. There will be a 
bus in front of the school. Personnel will be handing out meals for all children under the 
age of 22 in your home, regardless of income status.  
 



Another source of food is through the Niles Township Food Pantry which is providing 
additional groceries. The City of Evanston is also providing meals to youth ages 1-19 
without residency or income-based restrictions. Please click on the links provided for 
additional details. 
 
Priority Two: Determine how best to guarantee the extended safety, health, and 
welfare of our students and staff 
 
We know that this unprecedented global event will raise mental health concerns for our 
students and families, including fear of the unknown, social isolation, and other issues. 
On our COVID-19 page, we have information about resources students can access 
from home such as Fairview Quick Tip Hotline as well as links to other mental health 
resources and articles. If your child or you would like to contact a Fairview Social 
Worker or Counselor, please see below: 
     

Mrs. Stacy Glascott: sglascott@fairview.k12.il.is 
     Ms. Janine Laverdiere: jlaverdiere@fairview.k12.il.us 
     Mrs. Kristina LiRosi: klirosi@fairview.k12.il.us 
 

• The school is closed to all visitors so that intensive cleaning can take 
place throughout. If students forgot an item that is absolutely necessary 
and needs access to school, an appointment can be scheduled by emailing 
either Mr. Lopatka (mlopatka@fairview.k12.il.us ) or Mrs. Larkin 
(clarkin@fairview.k12.il.us ).   
 
• The administrative team continues to monitor updates from the Skokie 

Health Department, Cook County Health Department, Illinois Department of 
Public Health and other agencies. We will communicate with you all 
updated information via our District 72 COVID-19 web page.  

 
Priority Three: Communicate in a timely and concise manner 
We will regularly update our COVID-19 web page with all parent communications. In 
addition to checking your email daily, it is your best resource for the latest information 
on Fairview’s response. We also will share real-time information on our Twitter feed 
@FairviewSD72 
 
Priority Four: Provide continuity to every student’s education in a manner that 
meets their individual needs 
 
The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) provided specific direction to schools and 
has urged all districts to do our very best NOT to widen the equity gap for students 
during the school closure. Very specifically Dr. Ayala directed schools: 
 
“Student work completed during the mandated statewide school closure must not 
negatively impact a student’s grades or otherwise impact a student’s academic 
standing. As we do not yet know the full extent of the closure and want to minimize any 



negative effects on students, schools may allow student work to count during the 
closure only to increase a student’s academic standing.” 
  
Based on feedback from parents, students and faculty, we are adjusting Remote 
Learning going forward. You will still receive a 5-day learning plan, however, Fridays will 
be a little different. On Fridays, teachers will be available to students from 8:00 a.m. 
until 11:00 a.m. Teachers will spend the afternoon attending professional development 
activities, planning remote learning in teams and providing feedback to students on 
completed work. Students should use Friday to “finish” and submit any lessons they 
couldn’t complete during the week, seek support from a teacher and complete the 
activities provided for them in the template. 
 
*Please note that Friday, April 24, is a scheduled Teacher Institute Day and there will be 
no remote learning for students that day. 
 
Currently, the plan is to reopen school on Friday, May 1. However, we know there is 
likely a chance that this closure will be extended by the state and ISBE, or by local 
decision. I’m in constant communication with the Departments of Health, ISBE, and 
other area superintendents and will inform you as soon as anything changes. 
 
We are here as your partner to support you in any way we can. I wish you good health 
in the days ahead! 
 
All my best, 
 
Cindy Whittaker 
 
Cindy Whittaker, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 
 


